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Synopsis

From interaction with their peers to the instruction and correction that they receive at home, children
interpret their experience from a worldview that seeks to answer their fundamental questions: Who
am |1? What do | exist for? Where can | find joy? We need to provide our children with a consistent,
persuasive, biblical framework for understanding the world God has made and their place in it.
Instructing a Child’s Heart is essential to Shepherding a Child’s Heart. The instruction that you
provide for them not only informs their mind; it is directed to persuading their hearts of the wisdom
and truthfulness of God s ways. Impress truth on the hearts of your children, not to control or
manage them, but to point them to the greatest joy and happiness that they can experience

delighting in God and the goodness of his ways.
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Customer Reviews

Instructing a Child’s Heart has been a long time coming. It was thirteen years ago that its
predecessor, Shepherding a Child’s Heart, was published. It was thirteen years ago that Tedd Tripp

published his last book. It was no lost on me that many of the book’s lessons and anecdotes now



focus on the author’s grandchildren. Thirteen years is a long time by any measure!lnstructing a
Child’s Heart is a book that focuses on "formative instruction," a term that begs further definition.
Tripp describes it most simply as "teaching that “forms’ our children." It is teaching that "enables
them to root life in God’s revelation in the Bible. It provides a culture for our children, a culture that is
distinctly Christian. It shows our children the glory and dignity of mankind as God’s image bearers. It
provides a way of interpreting life through the redemptive story of God, who reconciles people to
himself." Formative instruction is instruction that comes before problems arise and in that way is
different from corrective discipline which follows problems. We form our children by interpreting life
for them and responding to its challenges in biblical ways. We form them through the daily discipline
of family worship and through spending time deliberately together, but also through reacting
properly to the situations life brings unexpectedly. The goal of this formative instruction is, in
accordance with Deuteronomy 6, "so that we and our children and our grandchildren may fair the
Lord and walk in his ways, enjoying a long life." We help our children construct a worldview that
allows them to properly see God for who he is and to properly see them as His creation.The book

falls into three sections.
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